LBt A gt
CULTURAL SEASON

%YK Q@YR Q&é

Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah | The al-Sabah Collection



Welcome

Celebrating Our Ancestors:

Ancient Arabian Art in The al-Sabah Collection

CS29 Lectures

CS 29 Music

CS 29 Workshops

CS 29 Special Events
TaSC Abroad
September Activities
October Activities
November Activities
December Activities
January Activities

February Activities

April Activities

May Activities

For You to Discover at ACC
Cultural Expeditions
Volunteers and Docents
Classroom Visits

DAI Children's Education
Where to Visit Us

NCCAL

Director's Circle and Benefactors

Sponsors and Donors




CS 29: A season
Of discovery R

Cultural Season 29 will be rich with discovery. As the Capital of Arab Culture,
Kuwait invites residents and visitors to participate in a host of cultural activities
scheduled for the year.

The Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah (DAI)/The al-Sabah Collection (TaSC) are
joining in the celebration with three new exhibitions and a cultural season of
lectures on an intriguing variety of subjects; concerts that celebrate almost as
many kinds of music as there are in the world; and conferences, special events
and workshops—all engaging and fun.

As always, the season kicks off in late September and runs through May, with
a break in March for Ramadan. The lecturers participating are drawn from
prestigious universities and cultural organisations in Europe, Asia, the United
States and, of course, this region. The topics will cover a chronology from the
Bronze Age to the present, more than 5,000 years ago. The Yarmouk theatre
will also be buzzing with a plethora of concerts and plays. Whether ‘treading
the boards’ or ‘raising the roof’, the performers will be sharing their talents and
passion with the audience. All the other activities are sure to maintain the high
bar set by by the lecturers and artists.

One exhibition, of the three new exhibitions opening this season, exemplifies
the tenor of the season. Through objects from The al-Sabah Collection, the
exhibition and the related conference will address many of the misconceptions
about life in pre-Islamic Arabia Felix. And while some appear very Greco-Roman,
all were created in the region.

For more information about CS 29, the new exhibitions, the Dar al-Athar
al-Islamiyyah (DAI), and The al-Sabah Collection (TaSC), please visit www.
darmuseum.org. Better still, attend a lecture or concert or workshop at the
Yarmouk Cultural Centre to experience the cultural season. Explore the
exhibitions in person at the DAI's Amricani Cultural Centre in Kuwait City. In
both places, you'll find lots to discover.
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Ancient Arabia
in the Spotlight

With discovery as a theme for CS29, the Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah (DAI) and
The al-Sabah Collection (TaSC) are taking the extraordinary step of opening
three new exhibitions between October 2024 and May 2025. The first, Dawn
of History (opening in October), was curated in collaboration with Kuwait
University students. The last exhibition of CS 29, which is being curated in
collaboration with eminent scholars from China, showcases objects in TaSC
with origins - over centuries —in what is now China. A fourth new exhibition
will open in October 2024/CS 30. Between Two Objects will tell the story of the
evolution of DAl and TaSC.

It's the exhibition opening in February that promises discoveries close to
home. Ancient Arabia will be under the spotlight in a new exhibition curated
by internationally recognised South Arabian scholars. The objects selected
for Celebrating Our Ancestors: Art of Ancient Arabia in The al-Sabah Collection shed
new light on language and script in pre-Islamic Arabia. The exhibition will
also expand our understanding of the role of women in the area and outline
more about the daily life of those living and working in the communities of
theera.

Eight objects from the exhibition are highlighted in the CS29 Cultural Season
programme. The objects represent the work of centuries of artists working in
Ancient Arabia and many include inscriptions. Detailed information on the
objects can be found on pages 28, 36, 44, 50, 56, and 64.
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Warren Schultz

The Mamluk Sultanate and
Three Dars: the Dar al-Islam,
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al-Islamiyah in Kuwait
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The architecture of Antony
Irving and Gordon Jones (Design
Construction Croup)

28

Stephane Pradines
Archaeological excavations in
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Re-visiting the Pre-Islamic Past:
A tour of ancient sites with
mediaeval Muslim rulers
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Interpreting Tradition: In search
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Wednesday CS29 Music Evenings
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Promptly 7 PM
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Yarmouk Cultural Centre

Among the highlights of every culturalseason are the
concerts and Cultural Season 29 is no exception. A quick
look down the list shows just how diverse and exciting the
performances promise to be. Everyone is welcome, but
come early to get the best seats.
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What do block printing, illumination, drawing, speed

reading, calligraphy,

conservation and Qur'anic

conversations have in common? Seemingly not a lot, but
thereis oneimportant thread connecting them; they are all
workshops offered in DAI's Cultural Season 29. Information
and registration details will be shared later. For now, just
save the dates for any, or all, that you think you'll enjoy.
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An informal monthly get together for Friends

of the DAl members. Gathering in the YCC
Diwaniya, participating members will have the
opportunity to share greetings, news and ideas for
the organisation.

The preparation of two exhibitions will also
produce two one-day conferences. Scholars will
have the opportunity to share their expertise on
the subject at hand and answer questions from the
audience.

CS 29 will welcome three new exhibitions to
the Amricani Cultural Centre. In October 2024,
February and May 2025, visitors will find new
objects from The al-Sabah Collection on display.

Held monthly, Family Day offers museum-based
fun for all ages. Using activities like scavenger
hunts, concentration games and a variety of
art projects, participating families will have

fun exploring different aspects of the Amricani
Cultural Centre.

Come and enjoy three Disney classics in the
outdoor courtyard at the Yarmouk Cultural
Centre. Bring seats, snacks and, of course, the
family and enjoy an old fashioned night at the
movies.

Back by popular demand, DAI’s two festivals are
on the schedule for CS29. Both the Fall Festival
and International Museum Day will feature
inviting opportunities for young and old.

The stage lights will be up at YCC theatre

four times this season. Well known theatre
personalities will present new productions
(Including one in Arabic) that are sure to engage
the audience.
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Celebrating Our Ancestors:
Ancient Arabian Art in The al-
Sabah Collection
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Ancient Arabian Art in The al-
Sabah Collection
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A Midsummer Night's Dream
Produced by Laila al-Qadhi

9-10 May

Sulaiman al-Bassam
Presents ...

Produced by Sulaiman
al-Bassam
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300 objects

Long-term loan

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
(Houston, Texas, USA)

13 objects

22 September 2024 —5January 2025
Detroit Institute of the Arts
(Detroit, Michigan, USA)

March 2025 - June 2025
The Walters Art Museum
(Baltimore, Maryland, USA)

610bjects

7 September 2024 —5January 2025
San Diego Museum of Art
(San Diego, California, USA)

1 February 2025—-1]June 2025
McMullen Museum of Art
(Boston, Massachusetts, USA)

30 objects

9 November 2024 -5 May 2025
Victoria and Albert Museum
(London, England, UK)

75 objects

24 November 2024—14 November 2027
[thra'a Museum
(Dhahran, Saudi Arabia)

11 objects

January 2025—April 2025
The Diriyah Biennale
(Jeddah, Saudi Arabia)

23 objects

30 April 2025-28 July 2025
Musée du Louvre
(Paris, France)

17 September 202525 January 2026
Musée du Louvre
(Abu Dhabi, UAE)
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September

Annual Tareq Rajab Museum Lecture

Ziad Rajab

Dr Ziad Rajab is the director of the New English School
and a Tareq Rajab Museum board member. In addition
to being a human resource specialist, he is involved in the
arts, and has non-professional certificates in bookbinding,
illumination, portraiture, oil painting and pottery. He is
also an accomplished flautist.

Stories from The Tareq Rajab Museum

Artefacts in museums possess a captivating allure and serve
as poignant markers of different historical periods. They
transport us to bygone eras. While the majority of these
objects have origins shrouded in mystery, their creators and
owners lost to time, a small number have clearly defined
provenances and documented histories. This talk will
spotlight a small ensemble of such objects housed in the
Tareq Rajab Museum, each with a compelling narrative or
story. A manuscript imbued with the rich history, a vase
fashioned by a celebrated potter, and a sword bestowed as a
token of royal favour by a Maharaja - each of these narratives
serves as a vibrant tapestry, bringing alive the past and the
lives connected to them.
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Peng Feng

Dr Peng Feng is a professor of art theory and criticism and
the dean of School of Arts and the director of Academy of
Opera at Peking University. He has published 17 academic
books and over 200 papers in Chinese and English,
including “True Self and True Thing,” Philosophy East
and West, Vol 73, No 1 (2023). He is also a freelance art
critic and curator of exhibitions at the international level.
Finally, he is a playwright, writing more than 10 plays.

Chinese Aesthetics and Islamic Art

The core concept of Chinese aesthetics is yixiang (B
thinking-image) ratherthan beauty, which is one of the most
enduring and controversial themes in European aesthetics.
Making yixiang and related yijing (B3E mindscape)is
the highest pursuit of Chinese art. The art that focuses on
yixiang and yijing is called xieyi ( B & significantly writing).
Different from the pursuit of likeness in representational
art and unlikeness in expressive art, xieyi art pursues “the
in-between of likeness and unlikeness.” Some similarities or
relationship can be founded in Chinese xieyi art and Arabic
calligraphy. This lecture will discuss both the “likeness” and
“unlikeness” between the two styles.
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Tamer el-Leithy

Dr Tamer el-Leithy is an assistant professor of History,
Arabic & Islamic Civilizations at American University
in Cairo and a 2023 Research Fellow at the Institute for
Advanced Study, Princeton University. He is a respected
author, whose work includes “Conversion to Islam in
late-mediaeval Damascus” (introduction and English
translations of excerpts on individual/family conversions
to Islam from Arabic chronicles) in Luke Yarbrough,
ed., Conversion to Islam: A Sourcebook (Cambridge:

Cambridge UP, 2020) and a frequent conference presenter.

Scribbles in Hats or the Afterlives of Mediaeval
Arabic Documents

In this lecture, el-Leithy will present a set of paper fragments
found in an unlikely place: the inside of mediaeval hats.
While many are found in the Vienna National Archive, there
is also one at Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah. As most fragments
are too small, faded, and inconveniently stitched to allow
text reconstruction, we are left with only the curious fact
that mediaeval Egyptians used scrap paper inside their
hats. But if we see these fragments as objects, we can listen
to different material evidence. In this lecture, he will trace
patterns within the illegible fragments—and read those
against other clues (from a scribe's exercise-book to an
Islamic legal discussion of recycling). In so doing, we hear
another story, one about more than the lining of hats.
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Throughout this programme you will find
more information about the objects from
Celebrating Our Ancestors: Art of Ancient
Arabia in The al-Sabah Collection chosen for
the 2025 calendar and the Cultural Season
29 programme. These objects are just a
fraction of the objects in the exhibition
(opening February 2025), but represent a
variety of the material included. The text
was inspired by or copied from the text of
the upcoming exhibition catalog.

September's object, a votive figurine,
belongs to a specific category of documents
known as ‘confession’ or ‘penitential’ texts.
The author gives his identity, states that he
has ‘confessed and done penance’, and then
sets out the sins he has committed.

The inscription reads:

Aws son of Shayban has confessed to the master
of the sanctuary of <Ya>ghari; let a spell be
cast on...he who transgresses [?]....
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November

Julien Loiseau

Julien Loiseau is professor in History of the Medieval
Islamic World at Aix-Marseille University (France). He
has extensively published on the history of Cairo and other
Middle Eastern Cities in the late Middle Ages. His book "Les
Mamelouks. Une expérience du pouvoir dans I’Islam" was
awarded the Book Prize of the Institut (2014) médiéval du
Monde Arabe (Paris) and was translated into Arabic
(bl 35— Sl § ol iy 25 Lok
in 2019. He has recently focused his research on Islam in
the Horn of Africa.

The Living and the Dead: Muslim communities in
Christian Ethiopia

Ethiopia offers one of the rare instances of a Christian
kingdom where Muslim communities flourished in the
Middle Ages. The Muslim tradition emphasized the welcome
offered to Muhammad's companions by the king of Axum
(the “Najashi”) during the so-called “Hijrat al-Habasha’ Later
on, diplomatic correspondence between Solomonic kings
and Mamluk sultans underlined the protection granted by
the Christian kingdom to Muslim merchants going back and
forth between Egyptor Yemenand Ethiopia. Archaeology and
epigraphy can provide further evidence of the long-lasting
presence of Muslim communities in the very heart of the
Christian kingdom. Cemeteries, grave markers and funerary
stelae not only shed light on the dead but also on the living.
The lecture will particularly focus on the unpublished Arabic
funerary inscriptions collected in 2018-2019.

Jean-Charles Ducéne

Jean-Charles Ducéne defended his Ph.D. thesis on Ibn
al-Qass's Kitab dala'il al-gibla at the Free University of
Brussel in 1996 and has since continued to study mediaeval
Arabic geography and natural sciences. Since 2012, he has
been director of studies at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes
études in Paris, where his teaching and research are
devoted to the editing of mediaeval Arabic manuscripts. He
has published several monographs on the subject, including
"Africa in al-1drist's Uns al-muhag" (2010) and nearly a
hundred articles.

The Geographical Works of Muhammad al-Idrisi
(6" AH/12* CE)

While al-Idrisi's  biography and personality remain
shrouded in grey areas, his geographical works represent a
high point in mediaeval Arab cartography and geography.
In fact, the author composed a universal geography for
the Norman king Roger Il of Sicily, “The Book of pleasant
journeys into faraway lands”. These 70 maps are not there
simply to decorate the text, but to show directly a spatial
environment that the text would have found difficult to
describe. In addition, a few years later, al-Idrisi renewed the
enterprise by writing a small treatise on geography, “The
Entertainment of Hearts and Meadows of Contemplation”.
The lecture will focus on the unprecedented achievementin
terms of the amount of geographical information processed
and set down in text.
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Bernard O’Kane

Dr Bernard O’Kane is Professor of Islamic Art and
Architecture at The American University in Cairo, where
he has been teaching since 1980. He has also been a
visiting professor at Harvard University and the University
of California, Berkeley. He is the author of several
books including "The Mosques of Egypt" and "Timurid
as well as "Studies in Arab
Architecture: The Collected Papers of Bernard O’Kane"
(Edinburgh University Press, 2021). O’Kane is also an
avid photographer and recently directed the creation of the

Architecture in Khorasan",

Monumental Inscriptions of Cairo database.

Architectural Innovation under the Mongols:
Contributions of the llkhanids, Golden Horde
and Chaghtayids to the development of tilework

Before the arrival of the Mongols in Central Asia and Iran,
the use of tiles for architectural decoration was inits infancy.
By the middle of the 14th century dramatic changes can be
seen, with the introduction of development of techniques
such as sgraffito, tile mosaic, lajvardina, mina'i, banna'i, and
carved and glazed terracotta tilework. Their use increased
correspondingly. The combinations of these technique also
resulted in a much greater range of colour effects. Previously
the development of tilework under these dynasties has
mostly been studied in isolation. This talk will attempt
to synthesize our knowledge of these three dynasties to
calculate the relative extent of cross-fertilization in their
technical and artistic developments and to evaluate the
impact their innovations had subsequently.
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Bronze ibex on an inscribed base, offered to the
Qatabanian god Hawkam

South Arabia, Maryamat (Central Yemen, South of
Ma’rib)

700—650 BCE

21cmH x16cm L

LNS1722 M

The object representing October was made
as a votive figurine on a base.

The inscription on this bronze ibex
commemorates an offering to the god
Hawkam, whose symbol appears at the
beginning of the text. The double name
of the sponsor, Sumhuyada Dharhan,
indicates a person of royal rank.

The inscription reads:
[Symbol 1] Sumhiiyada“ Dhar(h)an (2) son of
Sumbhiisa(3)mar offered to Hawkam [Symbol 2]
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December

Christiane Gruber

Professor of Islamic Art in the History of Art Department
at the University of Michigan and Founding Director of
Khamseen: Islamic Art History Online. Her scholarly
work explores mediaeval to contemporary Islamic art,
especially figural representation, manuscripts, devotional
arts, architecture, and modern visual and material cultures.
Recent publications include "The Praiseworthy One: The
Prophet Muhammad in Islamic Texts and Images". She has
published over fifty scholarly articles and her public-facing
essays have appeared in Newsweek, and Jadaliyya, among
others.

The Prophet as a ‘Sacred Spring’: Late Ottoman
Hilye Bottle

Along with the Prophet's relics, verbal icons of Muhammad
(&) known as Hilyes count among the most popular
forms of religious art during the late Ottoman period.
While Hilye paintings have been the subject of scholarly
inguiry, an otherwise little-known type of Hilye production
involves the insertion of verbal icons into transparent glass
bottles. This talk explores a selection of such Hilye Bottles
as well as their connections to Christian sacred springs and
sacred water bottles in the city of Constantinople/Istanbul.
Within Muslim devotional settings and hydrotherapeutic
traditions, however, Hilye Bottles crafted a new kind of
prophetic pharmacon, in which Muhammad was artfully
concretized as the ultimate elixir vitae.

December

Annie Caubet

French archaeologist and museum curator Annie Caubet
is currently a professor at the Ecole du Louvre and on
the board of the Shelby White Leon Levy Publication
Programme at Harvard. She was head of the Department
of Ancient Near East, Louvre Museum 1988-2006. Her
expertise and extensive field work in Syria, Cyprus and
other Near Eastern sites has led to the curation of many
exhibitions (including a future exhibition for The al-
Sabah Collection in the Kuwait National Museum) and the
publication of numerous books.

The Art of lvory in the Ancient World: From the
origins to Islam

For more than 10,000 years, ivory was an important media
for craftsmen and artisans in the ancient world. This lecture
will concentrate on the use of ivory from the Paleolithic
period, to which approximately 30,000 ivory masterpieces
have been credited to Al Andalus in Spain and Morocco in
the 800—900 CE.

Ivory comes from the tusks of various animal species, the
best known being the elephant. Tusk from mammoth,
hippopotamus, walrus and even dugong from the Persian
Gulf, have been made into works of art. The anatomy of
ivory and techniques for working it will be presented. The
distribution and habitats of sources will also be discussed.
Finally, the lecture will close with a brief survey of ivory
applications in the ancient world and the ecological impact
today.
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December

Marcus Pilz

Dr Marcus Pilz studied the history of art, German philology,
and theology at the Ludwig Maximilians-Universitit in
Munich. His thesis discussed the history and stylistic
development of mediaeval Islamic rock crystal objects and
was the first comprehensive study on this subject. After
a year at the Metropolitan Museum of Art as the Hanns
Swarzenski and Brigitte Horney Swarzenski Fellow for
Mediaeval Art, he joined the Herzog Anton Ulrich-Museum
in Braunschweig, before being appointed as curator at the
Kunstsammlungen der Veste Coburg.

From Baghdad to Cairo: Rock crystal carvings
for the Abbasid and Fatimid courts

Rock crystal vessels have been an expression of imperial
luxury for thousands of years. The difficulty surrounding
their production also made them effective tokens that
denoted cultural superiority. It is, therefore, not surprising
that the Abbasid caliphs adopted this artistic medium as
their own, resulting in a flourishing of the technique. Later,
this Abbasid tradition formed at the court of the Fatimid
caliphs, bringing the production of thin-walled rock crystal
vessels to an ultimate peak of technical perfection. Based
on an intensive, object-focused study and archaeological
findings from recent years, this lecture presents the rock
crystal carvings of the Abbasids and Fatimids as part of the
broader Mediterranean history of this extraordinary craft,
and illustrates its part in the early global trade of luxury
goods.
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Silver jug offered by a king of Nashshan

South Arabia, Nashshan (al-Sawda, Yemeni Jawf),
c.700 BCE

11.5cmH x5.5cmW

LNS1725 M

This jug was made in the same period and
inthesame place asthe objectrepresenting
October (page 36). However, the similarities
endthere. Thesilverjugopening November
was dedicated by the king Malikwagih
Rayd to a temple of ‘Athtar dhu-Garb in
Nashshan. The monogram groups the six
letters of the man's name, Mlkwgh. The
epithet ‘Rayd’ indicates that he was of royal
rank. Athtar dhu-Garb was a specific god to
the city and kingdom of Nashshan.

Monogram (2) Malikwaqih Rayd son of (3)Ammiall has
dedicated to Athtar dhu-Carb
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Gold brooch with Dionysius representation
South Arabia

1st century BCE—1st century CE

6.2cmD x11emT

LNS5008]

The Creek god Dionysius leads us in to
December. On this 2,000+ year old brooch,
Dionysius is easily recognised by the ivy
leaf crown on the head, the curly hair
falling over his shoulders and the thyrsus,
the symbol of prosperity.

Silver ladle belonging to Ya‘lagadd, husband of
Labu’

South Arabia, perhaps Wadi Dura’ (Central Yemen,
South-West of Shabwa)

€.150-200 CE

18cmHx6.5cm D

LNS1782M

TheJanuary ladle belonged toa man, asdid
LNS1667 M, another ladle in the exhibition.
This suggests that it was a male privilege
to use the object in a domestic context or
perhaps in a religious setting. Mention of
a domestic deity (mandah) is also found in
other objects. This divine assistance could
have been symbolic or real. The inscription
reads:

Ya‘lagadd Qasm Tk has deposited with the
assistance of his domestic god
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Hans-Christian Freiherr von Reibnitz

Ambassador Hans-Christian Freiherr von Reibnitz, born in
Greece of German parents, has been breathing archaeology
since childhood. After choosing legal studies and a
diplomatic career for a livelihood, archaeology - starting
from prehistory right until the recent past - became a private
passion. After serving as a German diplomat since 1990 in
Tiirkiye, Nigeria, Berlin, Cyprus, Belgium and Afghanistan,
he spent more than 10 years representing Germany in the
Sultanate of Oman, Saudi Arabia and the State of Kuwait.

Archaeology and Diplomacy: A layman’s
reflection on a challenging relationship

Lawyer by education, diplomat by profession and amateur
archaeologist by passion, Ambassador von Reibnitz
will introduce the audience to the intersections, if not
interference, between the political world of diplomacy and
the scientific sphere of archaeology. A working life enjoyed
in ten different countries will be used as background for
a select number of legal, practical and political issues for
which both diplomats and archaeologists had to — and
in some cases still have to - find solutions. Excursions into
the history of the German Archaeological Institute and the
protection of cultural heritage will illustrate the changing
interrelationship of both diplomacy and archaeology.
The lecture will strive to showcase the importance of a
meaningful dialogue between these spheres to contribute
to a more peaceful world.
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Alabaster relief of an ibex
South Arabia

8th—7th century BCE
123cmH x76 cmW x15T
LNS 413S

This is the second ibex featured in this
programme. The iconography of the
ibex is very familiar in the South Arabian
repertoire. Images of ibexes, in sequence
or singly, decorate altars, offering tables,
incense  burners, votive stelae and
architectural elements on temples.

February's graceful ibex was part of a pair
which were probably situated on either
side of a monumental entrance to a temple
or other religious monument. The thick
border behind and below the ibex indicates
thatitwas detached fromits original home.

In honour of Ramadan, there will be no
activities in March. Lectures will start again
on 7 April, with music and other activities
following. Ramadan Kareem.
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Warren C. Schultz

Dr Warren C. Schultz received his Ph.D. in Islamic History
from the University of Chicago in 1995. He is a professor in
the History Department at DePaul University in Chicago,
1llinois, USA. He has served as Departmental Chair and
as Associate Dean of the College of Liberal Arts. He is
the author of numerous chapters and articles about the
monetary and economic history of the Mamluk Sultanate
of Egypt and Syria (648-923 AH/1250-1517 CE), and has
consulted on many archaeological excavations.

The Mamluk Sultanate and Three Dars:
The Dar al-Islam, Dar al-Darb, and Dar al-Athar
al-Islamiyah in Kuwait

After a brief introduction about the importance of the
Mamluk Sultanate of Egypt and Syria (648-923/1250-1517)
in Islamic history, this lecture focuses on the importance
of Mamluk coinage as a source for the social and economic
history of the Sultanate. It outlines major changes within
the gold and silver coinage over the course of the Sultanate.
Then it discusses the fascinating history of Mamluk copper
coins, highlighting how the increased availability of
published specimens has changed our sense of how these
coins circulated and were valued. The lecture concludes
with a discussion of important collection of Mamluk coins
housed in the Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyah, how those dinars,
dirhams, and fullis add to our knowledge of Mamluk
monetary history.

April
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April

Roberto Fabbri
Roberto Fabbri
is an associate professor at the College of Arts and
Creative Enterprises of Zayed University, Abu Dhabi.
He alternates professional practice with

is an architect and researcher. He

theoretical
studies, with research interests that focus on modern and
contemporary architectural design. He contributed to
several international seminars and conferences, published
in international magazines, and recently released a book on
the architectural work of Max Bill and the first systematic
study on the modern heritage of Kuwait.

Patterns of Practice: The architecture of Antony
Irving and Gordon Jones (Design Construction
Group)

British architects Anthony Irving and Gordon Jones arrived
in Beirut in 1955 for a temporary consultancy and did not
leave until the mid-1980s. In the early 1960s, they formed
the partnership Design Construction Group (DCG), which
successfully operated in the Levant and the Gulf for almost
30 years. They were very active in Kuwait, where they
delivered a series of office buildings for the rising banking
market. Following the lecturer's recent retrieval of part of
the DCC's original archive, this lecture will uncoveran untold
and important chapter of the region's urban development. It
will also attempt to define the trajectories of professional
practice in the post-oil Gulf and weave this narrative with
British post-colonial architectura

April

Stephane Pradines

Professor Stephane Pradines is an archaeologist and
Professor of Islamic Art and Architecture at London’s
Aga Khan University Institute for the Study of Muslim
Civilisations. He was the director of many excavations in
Cairo, the Indian Ocean and East Africa. He is a specialist
of Muslim material culture of war: military architecture,
and arms and armour and also of mediaeval trade in the
Indian Ocean and Swabhili archaeology and architecture.
He is the author and editor of many books, most recently
"Muslim Cultures in the Indian Ocean (2023)".

Archaeological Excavations in Islamic Cairo,
2000-2016

In 1998, the Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTC) began
creating a huge panoramic parkin the heart of Islamic Cairo.
In 1999, the discovery of the 12"-century historic City Wall
built by Salah ed-Din presented an opportunity for AKTC
to use what was once an urban division to unify and link
a range of development initiative. Several city gates were
restored, connecting the park to the mediaeval city. The
archaeological mission's aim was to establish a history of
Cairo's fortifications. Initially limited to the park, the project
quickly incorporated the whole eastern walls of mediaeval
Cairo and created an opportunity to study the urban
mediaeval fabric in Cairo. The project included the largest
field school in Islamic archaeology ever created in Egypt and
Middle East.
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Funerary stela in limestone
South Arabia, YemeniJawf
3rd—2nd century BCE

M cmHx21.5cmWxsem T
LNS433S

April is introduced by a limestone funerary
stela. This symbolic male portrait is carved
in high relief and the hollow eyes would
once have been inlaid. The inscription tells
us the name of the deceased is Zayd.

Bronze statue of a prince with a cuirass
South Arabia

1st century CE

87cmH x63cmW

LNS1646 M

May's bronze statue of a prince with a
cuirass (a piece of armor covering the body
from neck to waist) is one of three similar
statues in the exhibition. Both the cuirass
and the sandals worn by the young prince
are typically Hellenistic. The hairstyle may
be compared to some Roman hairstyles,
but the headband (taenia) is a Hellenistic
symbol or royalty.
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May

Delia Cortese

Dr Delia Cortese is Senior Research Fellow at Middlesex
University, London and is affiliated to The Institute of Ismaili
Studies, London. Her work focuses on topics ranging from
the interrogation of gender issues in Ismaili history to the
transmission and dissemination of knowledge in the Fatimid
period. Her books include "Women and the Fatimids in the
World of Islam" (with S. Calderini) (Edinburgh University
Press, 2006) and a forthcoming monograph "The Fatimids.
Portrait of a Dynasty" (Reaktion Books, 2025).

Re-visiting the pre-Islamic past: A tour of ancient
sites with mediaeval Muslim rulers

This lecture explores the attitudes of medieval Muslim
rulers towards ruins of pre-Islamic civilizations within their
territories. Through a virtual tour of select ancient sites,
guided by accounts on and eyewitness reports by these
rulers, we delve into their varied responses. Our primary
focus will be on the Fatimid imam-caliphs during the North
African phase of their dynasty's history (909-969). Situated
within a socio-cultural historical framework, our analysis
of these testimonies reveals a spectrum of reactions—from
ideologically-driven appreciation and agenda-free aesthetic
contemplation to religiously and politically motivated
actions. We will uncover a complex, non-normative
engagement with the pre-Islamic past that challenges
conventional perceptions of Islamic responses to ancient
historical sites.

Alison Shan Price

Alison Shan Price is a cultural historian and dramaturg
who has researched and presented historical presentations
in the form of lectures and performance. Her research
on the cultural evolution of independent Western women
travelling through the Middle East has been presented in
at the Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah, the British Embassy of
Kuwait, the British Academy (London), UK’s National Trust
and the University of Oxford. In 2017, she received an
MBE from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11, and, in 2020,
the Fellowship of the Royal Geographical Society.

Consuls, Crinolines and Camels

In 1582, a time of Ottoman expansion and domination
of the Mediterranean Sea, the Caliph, Sultan Murad I,
signed a treaty with the protestant Queen Elizabeth |
of England, forging diplomatic and trade relationships
which would last over three hundred years. By the end
of the nineteenth-century, ‘Ottoman-occupied Arabia  had
become the subject ofadditional Egyptian, French, German
and Russian interest. With Anglo-Ottoman diplomacy in
the balance, the arrival of the ‘New Woman’ from the West,
educated, independent, and supporting liberal ideals, was,
at the time, unwelcome. She defied convention and advice
when traveling and living with local people. Her accounts
offer an alternative history. This lecture will follow the
physical and personal journeys of several such women.
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Waleed Arafa

Waleed Arafa is an Egyptian architect and founder of Dar
Arafa Architecture. He earned degrees from Ain Shams
University, Egypt and the AA, London. The working title for
his MA thesis in the History of Islamic Art & Architecture,
American University in Cairo, is: “Re-interpreting
Tradition: In search of a future of architecture”. He realized
projects in Egypt, France, Bahrain, UAE and elsewhere and
was twice nominated for the Aga Khan Award and has won
more than 10 other international architectural awards.

Interpreting Tradition: In search of a future of
architecture

This lecture will share the speaker's search for an
interpretation of tradition in architecture, to inform new
possibilities in the fields of architectural theory and
practice, especially with regards to the so-called ‘Islamic’
architecture. The premise stems from his claim that current
interpretationsare incapable of continuing the discontinued
‘Islamic’ tradition in architecture. Thus a revisiting of
definitions of tradition in ‘Islamic’ thought and architecture
is a must. The practical application will be showcased in his
journey of designing and building the mosque typology in
different countries. This search is not intended only for the
progress of Muslim thought and architecture; it equally
aspires to present alternative outlooks to the whole world
regarding a new future(s) of architecture.
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For You to Discover

at Amricani

This season, the Amricani Cultural Centre is
practically overflowing with opportunities
for discovery. Six exhibitions/multi-media
presentations highlight aspects of history
from the Bronze Age to 20" century
Kuwait and art from the full geography of
the Islamic world - Spain to China. All the
exhibitions at the Amricani are open to the
public Monday — Thursday and Saturday
from 9 AM to 7 PM and Fridays from 2 —7
PM. The museum is open all day and there
is no admission charge.

Located in the Rawaq Gallery in the former
women's hospital, MAK (Modern Architecture
Kuwait1949—1989)isasurvey ofarchitecture
in Kuwait during the development boom of
the last half of the 1900s. Three architects
(Robert Fabbri, Sara Saragoca and Ricardo
Camacho) undertook extensive research
and selected approximately 150 projects
for their “particular design methodologies,
typologies, and different adaptations to
Kuwait's environment. In the process they

I T T e I O lg-"S-i).Ai" i:os“ 0‘

identified different linkage within the
projects; not based on chronology but on
the ‘value of the built object in the city".

In the main building are two favourites:
Story of Amricani and Home of Kind Words:
Calligraphy in The al-Sabah Collection. Story
of Amricani is a multi-media presentation
that shares the history of the buildings and
of the missionaries who built and served
in the hospitals. While unsuccessful in
conversions; they had a lasting impact on
Kuwait. Home of Kind Words, upstairs, is an
incredible demonstration of the ability of
children to produce when given the chance.
As the concept developers, curators,
designers, and copywriters, the children
enrolled in DAI's Children's Art Workshop
are responsible for this exhibition from
start to finish. Celebrating calligraphy,
especially the calligraphy of blessings, the
children focused on objects that would be
found in a home and then created the story
of Sarah and Abbas, the home owners.
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There are three new exhibitions opening
at Amricani this season, all in the main
building. The exhibitions are diverse in
the periods, geography and media they
cover. Plan several visits to fully explore
everything.

Opening in October 2024 is Dawn of History,
an exhibition executed in collaboration
with history students from Kuwait
University. The exhibition presents The
al-Sabah Collection objects from the early

Bronze Age, more than 5,000 years ago and

the students have created a compelling
story of long, long ago.

February 2025 the opening of
Celebrating Our Ancestors: Art of Ancient
Arabia in The al-Sabah Collection, a new
exhibition that promises to shed light
on pre-Islamic South Arabia. The roles
of women, language, and script will be
among the highlighted themes. The mix
of multi-media presentations and select
objects from the collection offer new
theories and definitions that will shake off
many pre-conceived notions of the area
and society.

sees

Finally, in May, a new exhibition of objects
from China in The al-Sabah Collection will
open. Collected for their beauty, Distant
Journeys: Chinese art in Kuwait will present
the results of the first formal studies of
the objects. Scholars from across China
will have spent more than a year traveling
between China and Kuwait to do the
necessary research. An exhibition team will
join the effort in the autumn to ensure that
the presentation is as compelling as the
history.

To schedule a classroom visit or for more information, email amricanieducation@gmail.com
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Travel to Discover

Almost every year, the DAl organises two
trips to locations worthy of exploring. DAI
groups have gone as far west as Morocco;
as far east as China and to most countries
in between. Groups have cruised the Nile;
visited the Fakhri sextant at Ulugh Beg's
obversatory in Samarkand; hiked to the
"cotton castle" of Pamukkale. And this
season the tradition continues.

The UN has designated eight sites in
Algeria as World Heritage Sites. On this
8 - 10 day adventure, Friends of the DAI
will visit five of them, plus the Casbah of
Algiers, the mosque of Sidi Okba and so
much more. Rich with a history and culture
influenced by the Phoenicians, Romans,
Arabs, Ottomans, and French, Algeria is
the ideal cultural expedition for friends
wanting to be on a road to discovery.

The DAl's other trip stays closer to home.
In 2025, the destination will be the Capitol
of Arab Cultural and the visa/travel

arrangements are easy. There are many,
many sites to discover and, surprisingly,
most people haven't explored the city
in years. In Cultural Season 29, one of
the trips will be a “Staycation” in Kuwait
City. Staycation is a portmanteau of stay
(meaning stay-at-home) and vacation.
DAl's Staycation Kuwait will feature all the
elements that make the trips special. The
group will be small and all the logistics,
organised. The daily destinations have a lot
to offer and the guides are expert in their
fields. The governmentwill be encouraging
visitors from abroad to come and discover
all Kuwait has to offer. The DAI wants to
give friends here the same opportunity.

Details about these trips will be sent to all
members of the Friends of the DAI. To be
sure you don't miss out, you can join the
Friends or renew your membership on
online at www.darmuseum.com; via email
to friends@darmuseumkw.org; or in either
museum shop.
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Be Part of Art:

Be a DAI Volunteer

The DAI will organise and open three new
exhibtionsthisyear. Three otherexhibitions
are already on display, meaning there will
be six exhibitions open to visitors to the
Amricani Cultural Centre. The Amricani
will host two international conferences this
season. Also held at the cultural centre will
be more than 140 children's activities. The
Yarmouk Cultural Centre will host more
than four dozen concerts and lectures,
a dozen+ workshops and special events.
All told, the DAI will plan and execute
approximately 220 activities in Cultural
Season 29.

Why share this? Because, to do all this well,
the DAI needs your help. The DAI needs
volunteers and volunteer docents. Both are
valuable contributors to the DAl and DAI
programmes.

DAl volunteers have the fexibilty of
choosing how to work with the DAI. They

might help welcome guests to concerts
and conferences. They might read stories to
kids or help keep the DAI Children's Library
open. They are there when needed, willing
to do what's needed to ensure the success
of an activity or event.

For those with more time to commit, the
DAl docent programme is ideal. Docents
commit to volunteering a minimum of
3 hours per month for at least one year.
Volunteer docents start with 12 — 15 hours
of training on all aspects of the DAI, The
al-Sabah Collection (TaSC), Amricani
history, and more. After completing the
training, the DAI docents are prepared to
serve as hosts for visitors to the museum.
They represent the DAl and TaSC with
VIP visitors, community and civic groups,
and those interested in exploring all the
exhibitions at Amricani.

For more information on how you can be part of art and part of the DAI, email info@darmuseumkw.org
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Exploring Heritage:

School visits to the Amricani

As the 2025 Capital of Arab Culture, Kuwait
isinviting people from around the world to
come and discover the rich history of the
Arab World. The DAI is issuing a similar
invitation to schools and classrooms
in Kuwait: come and visit the exciting
exhibitions of objects from The al-Sabah
Collection, all telling different stories of our
shared heritage. At the beginning of the
school year, the Amricani Cultural Centre
will feature exibitions covering pre-Islamic
culture on the Arabian Peninsula through
the 18" century PLUS Story of Amricani and
MAK (Modern Architecture Kuwait 1949 —
1989). The 20™ century offerings remain,
as does Home of Kind Words, an exhibition
dedicated to calligraphy in art from the
Islamic world, but new exhibitions are

added over the course of the 2024/2025
school year.

There are several different options for
classroom visits, starting with Arabic or
English. Teachers/schools can book a 4
Cs visit, using Harvard University Project
Zero thinking routines to ensure that
students explore their critical thinking,
communication, collaboration, and
creative skills during the visit. Teachersalso
have the option of cooridinating with the
DAl team to create a visit that concentrates
on a subject or skill (like history, creative
writing, drawing, even basic math) the
teacher wants highlighted. Whatever
approach is taken, previous experience
shows that the students will learn during
their visit and have fun in the process.

For more information on school visits or to book your visit, please email edu@darmuseumkw.org
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Kids are special people.
Recognising that, the DAI offers
some very special programmes
dedicated to them. Belowis a
bit of an overview, but follow
dai_education on Instagram for
details and registration.

DAI Children’s
Library,

children of all ages
Amricani Cultural
Centre

Book Buddies,
DAI’'s Book Club
for kids

CAW and CAW Jrs,
children ages 6—10
years old

CAW Tots, children
ages3—6yearsold

DAI Minis, children
ages18 months-3
years old

The children's library offers books in Arabic and English for
toddlers to teens. In addition to the usual library activities,
StoryTime is held every Saturday at 3:30; StoryCraft, which mixes
books and art projects, is held periodically, and the Summer
Reading Programme runs June through August every year.

Expanding this season, Book Buddies will build on the success of
the book club last season. The details are still being finalised, so
watch for details on Instagram (dai_education).

This season CAW/CAW Jrs will start in October and end in
February. Meeting Saturday mornings, 9:30 -11, this programme
will be part one of a two-part programme to create an exhibition.
Registration for CAW/CAW Jrs will be announced on Instagram
in September.

There will be two four week sessions of CAW Tots this season.
One will address the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (or rather
their artist namesakes) and the other will be monster-inspired.

Periodically throughout CS29, special programmes for toddlers
(with a parent) will be held. The sessions will involved a book,
a visit to part of the museum and an activity. The activities will
vary, from tracking down a dragon loose in an exhibition to a
special ‘obstacle course.

Forinformation on all our education programmes, please follow us on Instagram at dai_education.
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Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah

Cultural Season 29 offers the chance to
make exciting discoveries. At the Yarmouk
Cultural Centre, the calendar of activities,
from lectures to concerts to a variety of
special events, is exciting. At the Amricani
Cultural Centre, three new exhibitions join

the Story of Amricani, Home of Kind Words,
and MAK (Modern Architecture Kuwait) to
provide discoveries around every corner.
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(the Historic American Hospital Buildings)
Gulf Road, next to the National
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Friday 2:00 PM -7:00 PM

Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah
National Council for Culture,
Arts and Letters

PO. Box 23996, Safat 13100, Kuwait
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info@darmuseumkw.org
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National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters

The National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL) has the
noble mission of providing governmental support for the visual
and lively arts in Kuwait. Specifically, the Council was challenged
to facilitate the growth and development of art and artists in the
country, promote Kuwait's cultural heritage here and abroad, and
encourage research related to art and culture. The Dar al-Athar
al-Islamiyyah, which operates under the auspices of the NCCAL, is
pleased to contribute to the success of all three challenges.
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